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BELLEVILLE HABS No. VA-994

Location: South side of North River west of Belleville Creek, Ware
Neck Vicinity, Gloucester County, Virigina. '

Present Owner: Action - Oldsmoblle, Cadlllac, Inec.
Present Occupant: Jce 5. Willlams
Present Use: Residence

Significance: Belleville 1is located on one of the earliest land
grants in America. It was formerly the home of the Tallaferro and
Booth familites. The site has been used for a homesite continuously
over its three hundred year histoery, as the house developed from a
simple brick cottage to a large T-shaped house.
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Along the shores of the Mot ,ack Bay, and its four estuaries, the
Severn, the Ware, the lorth, and the East Rivers develoved those counties -
known as Gloucester and Hatthews., This area 1s bordered on the south by
the waters of the fork River and on the north by the Rappahannock River,
The proximity of the lobjack Bay to the early Virginia settlements led to
its early exploration. In 1646, a peace treaty with the Indians of the area
opened the lobjack Bay country to English settlement., The waters surround-
ing Gloucester and fHatthews Counties facilitated the transportation of
goods and people and soon this area became a center of colonial life,

Among the early land pgrants of this Znglish ¢colony was a land grant
to ¥ajor Thomas Curtis in 1642, An additional parcel of 670 acres was
granted to Major Curtis in 1652, Included in this parcel is that plece
of land belleved to be the site of "zelleville”, In the patent for the
land it is described as being "on the 5 side of dorth R. beginning at a
lone pine and running 5 Dby the bay side to a wranch and up same to the 2
corner tree of Zasses Creek devident and along same w to the 3ack Creek
down said creek to the river arnd northerly 16f poles to the lone pine
first szmecified,” The land was passed from Thomas Curiis and his wife,
Avarilla to their son John Curtis who in 1641 sold the property to Thomas
Morris, Sr. In 16f6, the land was passed from Thomas rorris, Jr. to his
son James korris and 1n 1693, James Yorris sold the property to his son-
in-law, William lorris.

A few years previous té this last transaction, around 1690, Thomas
Booth of Lancastershire, England moved to America, and settled in ware
Parish, It is uncertain where Thomas sooth spent his first ycars in
America, Ferhaps he settled with a relative, John zooth, who is belleved
to have owned land on the Ware River around 1675. According to the cooth
family papers, inbetwecn 1705 and 1720, Thomas boolh began to acquire land,
including the mareels of the original Curtls pgrant. Cne of these parcels _
is belleved to have contained the site of Belleville. For the next hundred
years, Jellevillc was to be the home of the Hooths, ' R

Tt is unknown whether a house existed on this site when booth acquired -

the land. Some sources say a nouse was built as eaxly as 1658, rost sourcés:j_f
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acree that the nart known as the "kitehen" and the erirminal brick eottape
date from the 1600's, In a deed of 1693, referenee is made to a “parcel

of land together with all houses, orchards, and woods". This would indicate
trat a dwelling did exist at this time and was provably loecated along

the river, as were most of the homes at that time.

Juring this time, Thomas Zooth married Mary Cooke, daughter of liordecai
looke of Ware Farish and had ehildren, amonz them three sons. They were
*ordecal, Thomas, and William, Cf the three sons, it appears that Mordeeal
‘nherited the land on the Lorth River, From the Eooth family panpers, it

5 evident that lordeeal continued to acquire more lands in ¥Ware rarish,
‘neluding proverties ‘telonging to the Thomas Forrisses and Riehard and
A:7ustine Ransone, [Fordeeal married Joyee Armistead, daughter of Willian

ind Ann Lee Armistead of Eesse, and fronm her family inherited 550 aerss
sttuated on the south side of the Yorth River in Ware Farish. Some sourees
telleve that a fire destroyed the original Zelleville at this tine, and

the wealthy llordecal bullt an imposing r-shaped mansion on the site of the
r:in, Legend zoes that thls ransion turat shortly after it was huilt and
~tat the brick vortion of the existing house 1s what remeins of that rmansion.
‘hls story seems unlikely in view of most sources., It 1s more probable

shat Mordeeai's wealth led to the addition of & frame wing on the brick
sgttage, It is thought that the oldest part of the frame addition may

mave been added around this time,

Georre -ooth, the oldest son of Jayee and mordeeal, inherlted the
elleville 1land, Ceorge DSoobh married hary hanson bWythe and they had o sorn,
‘worge L, booth, Jr. Hoth father and son apnear on the 1762 tax list of
Tloucester County, Setween the two of them, they owned at this time 1777
azres, 325 nesroes, 23 horses, and 165 cattle, making them one of the
voilthiest famllies in the area., George Zooth, Jr. married Lucy 7, and the:
kvl three daughters who were Hary, Luey Ann, and rranees Amanda, Jeorge
iooth, Jr, orovides us with the first doeument on the house, In 1702, he
wweuped a nolicy with the Futual Assurance Company for the house and kitchen
st belleville. Tn the neliey, the dwelling house was insured for ;2400. It
consisted of "a brick dwelling house 42 feet by 20 feet one story high and
v wooden wing 3 feet by 20 feet one story high underpined with briek,"

"A brick kitchen 30 -feet by_éo feet one story high" was insured for 200,
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The aporaisers for the 1802 record were honj., Dabney of King and ucen and
3, Balentine. 1In 1°05, Ceorge 3ooth renewed his Kutual Assurance policy
on Belleville, The dimensions of the buildings are given as the same as
the 1802 form, This 1P05 form does not state the number of storics but
says the brick and wooden walls were covered with wood(shinclej, On this
policy, a porch 20 feet by 6 feet is located on the west end of the frame
wing, Thc dwelling was insured at 32670 and the kitchen at 3200, “The
final Kutual Assurance policy on belleville is not dated, but must have
been between 1213 and 1815 since Thomas Jones, whose signature appears on
the document, was the snecial agent during these years. The policy states
that the proverty 1s ‘occunied and insured by "Lucy b. Zooth, widow of &
Tenant in Dower of Geo. W, Booth". The policy is signed by "L, Z. Zooth
and Feter wiatt, Cuardl of Mary E. 3ooth, ¥rances A, zooth, and Lucy Ann
Booth, infants{offnS) of Geo, W. Booth Decd™, At this time, the dwelling is
insured for $2500 and the kitchen for 3200, The form states "thils half built
of brick and one story nigh with 2 chimneys, 42 feet long by 20 feet wide
underpined with trick, A 3rick Hitchen with a Dutch roof.,"” The skeich on
this policy also shows a 12 by 12 foot vorch off the brick wing on the east
side, stairs in the vporch on the frame wing, chimney and closet locations,
and a one room addition with fireplace and exterior door to the kitchen,
Sketched on the site nlan is a long row of L,(lombardy) poplars. The
Appraisers were Richd Singleton and Walker Jcnes, Cf the three daughters

born to George and Lucy Booﬁh, only Frances Amanda, or "Fannie", survived,
"rances married W, T, Taliaferro, son of W. 2, Taliaferro of Churcn 111,
and thus after over a hundred years, Eelleville nassed from ithe Zooth
family to the Taliaferrc family.

Warner Taliaferro and Frances Amanda had one son, William Zooih
Taliaferro, who was later liajor General 3ooth who fought in three wars,
“rances died when hor con was young and two ycars later, Warncr Taliaferro
married Leah Scddon of Fredericksburg, a young girl of 15, She was the
daughter of Susan Alcxander and Thomas Seddon, and her brother, James A,
Seddon was Secretary of War of the Confederate States, UDespite her youth-
fullness, she must have been a woman of notable charécter. In the took,

Virginia Gardens, it tells about Leah Seddon Taliaferrc's gardenS_at3bellev1119.' ?
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For seventy years she remained its mistress, and It was during
that neriod that the garden and grounds of belleville were lald
off and develoved,

There were two special features to be considered:

Pirst--The river which at Belleville sweeps arcund the
grounds in such a manner as to make it nearly a peninsula, Iirs,
Taliaferro, unusually gifted with taste and judrement, used this
as a basis to work uponl Cn the broad lawn in front and on onc
side of the housec, she had planted singly and Ia rroups trees which
are s5tlll standing in their strength, Anong them were the live
oak trees, cottonwood, tulip-poplar, and magnolia; there were also
apple, and peach trees; plums, cherries and apricots, which gave
bloom as weil as fruit, Holly trees were planted in clumps, whilc
a few handsome mincsas lent color and fragrance,

Along the bank of the river, cedars were planted at intervals,
Year the flower-beds on the green in the rear of the house were
many crepe mrrtles; there, too, grew altheas, lilacs, bridal-wreath,
snow-balls, smoke trees and yuccas, Fig bushes and pomegranates
were also cultivated sucecessfully in this 0ld garden, Lodern exrerts
in landscave-rardening and planting might take lessons from this
Virginia gentlewomar of the nincteenth century.

The second featurc lay in the fact that in planting her
flowers, ¥rs. Taliaferrc massed various colors in separate heds,
There was infinite variety ir the coloring of thc borders, btut
each bed disnlayed a mass of bloom of the same color, She used,
in great oprofusion, every sort of flcwer known in that day, and
arranged them with such exquisite taste that the resulting narr-ny
in ecolor and form constituted the glory of the Zelleville garden.

Among the flowers werc the following; snowdrops, crocus,
daffodils of many varieties, The small purple and tall white and
purple iris, tulins, cowslips, narcissi, violets, lilies of the valley,
and the. single white hyacinth grew in great profusicn in the borders,
hignonette, heloptrope, four-o’clocks, lady-slippers, and blue
Canterbury bells came vear after vear. The larger varietles of
lilies were there with stocks and hollynocks for background, while
mny roses Tlourlshed in the mild climate, espccially the musk
rose, the salmon-tea, and the microphylla. Geraniums were used in
the beds; in the larce rustic baskets, too, and in the autunmn,
chrysanthenums and other late flowers =loomed often as late us
Christmas. Zeriwinkle covered what might have teen bvare spaces,
and over the nunerous arbors were tralned white-star jzsmine, yellow
jasmine, honeysuckle--white and coral--in contrast to c¢linmbing
roses. And over some gravevines grew affording a deep and prateful
shade.

The outer boundary of lawn and gorden, which wcre as one as
formed by the bluc waters of the North River, The completed work
was marked by the simplicity and harmony that belons to nature itself,
arranred with a taste so remarkable that many obserors who visited
Belleville have left their testimony that btoth lawn and garden
were glorious in beauty and symmetry,

i, AL~y TR Tl s
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Warner Tallaferro died sudilenly away from Lelleville,

- His wife gricved no farewell word uvetween them had been possible,
Strong 1in faith, she prayed often and fervently that he mignt
apoear and sneak to her, The prayer was answered, The letter
glving an account of the vision and of the words her husband had
spoken were published in the 'Southern Churchman',

At the death of Warner Taliaferro in hovember of 1877, Belleville
oassed to his wife, Leah Seddon, and at her death to his eldest son, kajor
Ceneral Willlam Zooth Taliaferro, Ceneral Taliaferro lived at "Dunhanm kassie”,
a home bullt %y his father for him and named after the Booth estate in
England, FHe married Sally L. ? , and from that marriage there were Seven
children, to whom Zelleville passed jJointly at the death of thelr parents,

In 1902, the remaining Taliaferro’s sold Belleville to A, A, JloW and
Jennie Goodell Zlow, i, Ulow was a wealthy nining engineesr ard the Llow
family used Zelleville as a summer home, sometimes not visiting for years
at a time, When the Zlowe bought Belleville, it was in a state of direpair,
tut during their ownership, they changed Eelleville from a2 small cottage
to an imposing home. During this time, the brick wing was raised to two
stories. The fireplace on the north end of the trick wing was replaced oy
a door and side windows and transom, and a new fireplace was added on the
east wall of the living room with another flreplace directly avove on the
second floor, A rorch was wrapped around the three exterior sides of the
brick wing with a 'summer dining room' to the right of the front door. The
present window in the second floor landing was the locatlon of a door to |
the Balustraded norch on the second fleoor, Cn that end of the house facing
the river, a large pillared portico with long brick stens was added. %he
roof was exterded to form a pediment of the columns., The porch on the east
side of the house was removed and the door leading out to it was changed to =
window, The old windows with nine over nine panes were replaced oty six '
over two pane windows, (n the inside, large golden oak beams were added
to the living room, which was expanded to include the entire first floor
of the brick wing, The story 1s that Nr. Zlow employved an architect from
Lorfolk to rencvate the house while he was on an African safari. The
architect rinred out the old walnut paneling in the first floor orick wing..'

rooms and burred it on the front lawn, He replaced it with the more -
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vopular golden oak beams and woodwork, Cn Fr, llow's return from Afrlca,
he instructed the boat cantain to sall down the hort: River to "lhe most
beautiful house on the rivex,” and the captain, following his orders,
mocred at "Elmington", a similarly pillared hcuse farther up the river,
Blow also added the dining room and library and second floor rooms of the
last frame addition, From the library to the old kitchen he added a porte
cochere, 3esides the main poreh, Mr, ZIlow also added porches on the south
facade of fhe frame wing. His taste for ships and safaris was evident in
the decoration of the house at this time, According to brs. Thomas,
3elleville's next owner, the 1iving_room reminded one of a ships hold and
sleeping accomodations were placed in every conceivaovle place in the house,
The o0ld kitchen, which FKr., Blow used as a billiard room was decorated with
Afriecan spears and hunting trorvhles from his hunts, including a room length
snake skin,

In 1930, Dr, Harold and Ruth Fatterson Thomas purchased Belleville
from the 3lows, The Thomases removed the large porches that Kr, Zlow had
added to the brick wing and also tke pillared wortico. They built a simnle
covered entry over the west door of the brick wing and added a small screened
vorch where the grand portico had been, The Thomases also removed the
porte cochere, During their ownership, the Thomases undertook the renovation
of the old kitchen and made 1t into a guesi house, The old structure was
gutted down to the brick walls and then entirely rebullt with ncw woodwork
and pancling on the inside.” The larpge brick chimney was carelfully repaired
where a vine had nulled 1t from the house, They jolned the assorted
tuildings and additions under one roof with a columncd porch running along
the east side, Thec old brick chimncy, which at one time could hold scven
men standing shoulder to shoulder, was made smaller, The Thomases were also
responsible for the addition of heating and thc total replacement of the
plumbing pives., ¥rg, Thomas was an unusually progressive woman vho had a
great concern for the environment and {or conservation, GShe planted the
tall row of poplars on the back lawn as well as many of the other trees.
She was especially prcud of the magnolia that she raised from cones and then

nlanted about the grounds, She 1s also resnonsible for the reforcstation
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of much of nelleville's lands, While therce, Hrs, Thomat had two windmills
erected to vump the water from the wells and thus save cnerny.

In 1941, the Thomases so0ld Delleville to Fr, and krs. Wesley C, rorck.
During their ownership, they made few changes to the house and grounds.
They must have revaired the front porch, changing the hip roof for a flat
roof with a balustrade., The; replaced the old windows in the living room
with six ovef six mane windows, A small parking area was added to the
front drive. At cne point in thelr cwnership, when the main house was in
a poor state of repair, plans were made ito destroy the main house and add
to the guest house to make it a2 complete, modern hone, However, these plans
were never carried out,

In 1972, Action-Clds Cadillac purchased Selleville from the -~orcks,
The Joe S, Willians family resides there ard are in the »rocess of returning

the house to a zood corndition,
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1600's 1% story brick cottare

1700's 1 story frame added

1805-1815 frane rzised

to 2 stories
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1902-1030

hrick raised to

2 stories, norch added
211 around with »illared
nortico

¢ stor:- frane
erxtended

|

1030-1508

larse —orch rsmoved,
revlaced by simnle end
norch
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A. CGeneral Stalemont
selleville is a T-shaned brlck house with a frame addition two
storles in helight. “oth the brick and frame portions have

trick foundations and are covered with slate roofs,

B. Description of nxterior

1., (verall dimensicns, the overall dimensions of the brick

wing are 43'-3" by 21'-3", The overall dimensions of the
frame wing are 55'-G" by 19*-5", The overall dimensions
of the total house are 65'-9" by 62'-8",

2. Toundations, All the foundations in beoth the orick and

frame winrs are brick, There is a water table linc around
the Yrick nortion,

3, Wall constructiocn, The thichness of the walls in the oricx

wing surrest double brick constructiern, The; are androximately
1'-73*, Thev are flenish bond that chanzes to common dond

cn the forty;second course, The exterior finish on the bwrick is
white paint., The frame addition is of frame construciion with
43" norizontal weod siding,

4, Torches, There arc existing screen porches(not shown in meacured

drawinqs) located off the living room (facing the river), the
kitchon(on the south), and the library., The norches located olf
the kitchen and 1ibfary are of wooden constructlon lncludine
wood beard {loors that are painted. ‘‘he front norch off the
livine room is of wooden construction with a brick floeor in a
herring-bone pattern, The porch off the kitchen 1s two storics
in height with an entrance on the second level from the upstairs
hall, Stairs connecti the two levels,

5, Chimnovs; There are four interior Lrick chimneys in the house,
There are two in the llvingz room, Lne, located on the cast wall,
serves two working fireplaces, Cne 1s in the livine room and one
is directly above on the second flcor. ‘‘he other cnimner is located
on the joint betwecn the brick and frame structures. Un the In-

terior, the chimney is completely sealed off., ‘There is an interior
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¢chimney located on the dinin and llbrary wall., “his chimney
serves a2 firenlace in the dinine room and the llbrary which
are still in working order, The firenlaces in the bedrooms
directly zbove are now sealed off. The last chimney is located
in the kitchen and back room wall., 7There are fireplaces
located in the backroom and the bedrooms above but these are no
longer used, The fireplace in the kitchen is sealed cff,
Unenings. The doors in the house are zolid, narel doors with
the excentlon of a few which have glass on the upper nalf, The
two living room doors are of identical size and similar strle.
This sugeests that the door opening tc the porch which is
relativel: modern rmight have meen the door that copened ocnic 2
former norch onnosite the »resent front door, The livings roon
door to the vorch and the door in the back room both have
transoms atove, In the brick vportion of the house, in the
livires roon, there are deep window seats Iin all the windows
which are six over six pane windows, ..one of the windows ir
this part of the house are original. Ther were protatl, put

in by either the “homases or the Morcks. The windows located in
the kitchen and bach room and the bedrooms above are the oldest
in the house, Downstalirs, they are nine over nine nane windows
and above, six over six pane windows. In these windows, ou °

can sec the bubbles of the old plass,

Roof. All the roofs arc covered with slate, ‘There 4s a jgable roof

over the urick portion of the house with a slopc of 33°., The

frame nortion has a hln roof with the sanc slope,

C, Deseription of Interior

1.

Floor vplans, The first floor of the brick wing contains the

living room alone. The stalrs go un from thils room to the seccond
floor. The first floor of the frame wing contalins tio «linin-
roon, the hitchen, a back room, and the livoar:,  thoe coceond

floor of the brich wing contains cne bedroom with its cwn lath




3.

6.

8.
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and an upstairs landing. The second floor of the frame wing contains four
bedrooms, two baths, and a4 hall that leads t¢ the stalrs coming up from
the back porch. There are no finished attics in the house. The attic
over the brick has a partial floor while the frame attlec 1s shallower and
completely unfinished. Access to the attlc 1is an opening in the ceiling
on the second floor stalr landing.

Flooring. All the rooms have wood plank floors with the exceptiom of the
kitchen, the back room, and the bathrooms which have asphalt tile. Most
of the plank floors in the house are 2 1/2" pine boards of random length.
There are older plamk floors in the older portion of the frame wing. This
includes the two bedrcoms over the kltchen and back room and also the hall
leading to the back stalrs. These floors are wide pilne boards 7"-8" wide
of random length. The dining room has wide random length pine boards
taken from an old church in Matthews. They are 5"-6" wide.

Wall and celling finish. All the interior walls and ceilings are plaster

on wood lath, Many of the rooms where the plaster is bad have been
papered over.

Doorse. All Interior doors are solid panel doors.

Trim. In the living room in the brick portion, six inch wolding frames

the windows and doors. There is also deep wood cornices and baseboards in -
this room and ponstructural beams span the width of the rooms. The dining
room alsc has deep cotrnlces and baseboard.

Hardware. All the hardware 1s generally thought to be relatively new and
of this century. It is brass plated lron except for a few exceptloms of

iron ones.

Lighting. The house has electric lighting. There are only a few overhead
fixtures and the only one of notable quallty is a reproduction pewter
chandelier in the dining room.

Heating. The house is heated with steam radiator heat.

PROJECT INFORMATION

This class project was undertaken by the School of Architecture at the
University of Virginla under the direction of K. Edward Lay, Assoclate
Professor of Architecture, by Susan Dormnbusch, Maureen Fox, and Katherine
Williams, Architecture students. The documentation was donated to the =
Historic American Bulldings Survey. It was not produced under HABS
supervision, nor edited by members of the HABS staff.



